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Prof. Dr. Frantifek Sehnal, Director

The Institute of E logy, Academy of Sci

and

Faculty of Bivlogical Sciences, University of South Bohemia
Branifovskd 31

370 05 Ceské Budgjovice

Tel.: (-420 38) 530 0350

Fax: (+420 38) 530 0354
E-mail: schnal @ENTU..

August 8, 2001

Dr. Naoki Katsura

President

National Institute of Agrobiological Scicnces
Kannondai 2-1-2

Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-8602

Japan

Dear Dr. Katsura,

T wish to congratulate you to your present position of the Director of the recently
founded National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences. I became acquinted with the
profile of your Institute on your web pages and extended my information by talking to my
Japanesc friends. [ am convinced that the creation of N.ILA.S. marks beginning of a new
area in agrobiological research. I am expressing this view in a praise memorandum that
you find attached to this letter.

Our Institute has enjoyed collaboration with the previous National Institute of
Sericultural and Entomological Science and I hope that this collaboration will continue,
and possibly expand, in frame of N.LA.S. T would be pleased if you find an occasion for
visiting our Institute.

With cordial grectings,

Sincerely yours,

At
@ Prof. Dr. Frantisek Sehnal

Statement on the Inauguration of the National Institute of Agrobiological
Sciences (NIAS)
b

Y
Geoffrey Hawtin
Director General, International Piant Genetic Resources Institute, Rome Italy

Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me very great pleasure to make this brief statement of congratulations and best
wishes on the occasion of the inauguration of the new National Institute of Agrobiological
Sciences.

The incorporation of several previously independent research institutes into a single new
structure refiects the way that biclogical science in general is moving. The more we
understand of life at the basic molecular, genetic and physiological levels, the more we
recognize the extent to which all life forms share important features in common. The lessons
we learn and the knowledge we gain in one branch of science, or within one taxonomic
grouping, can have profound implications for our understanding and ability to influence life
processes in others. it is vital for future cutting-edge research that we develop new
mechanisms and institutional structures that can capitalize on these synergies. NIAS is an
excellent and forward-looking example of a new institute that is well positioned to take
advantage of the interdependencies among life sciences.

One of NIAS's stated aims is to bring together the research potential of both the public and
private sectors. it will be important in the years ahead to continue to build upon and
strengthen the links that have aiready been successfully forged by NIAS, and its predecesscr
institutes, with research groups around the world. With the growing complexity of scientific
research, few world-class research organizations can hope to be effective working in isolation
from other leading scientific institutions worldwide. As with so many features of modern life,
the globalization of research is fast becoming the norm.

The institute that | represent, the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI), is
one of 16 International Agricultural Research Centres, located around the world, that aim to
bring the best that science has to offer to help solve the problems of poverty, lack of food
security and environmental degradation in developing countries. More than 50 governments
and foundations provide financial support for the research work of these institutes, known as
the Future Harvest Centres. The government of Japan is a major contributor to the Centres,
and | would like to take this opportunity to thank the Japanese government and people for
their very strong support over the years.

The Future Harvest Centres work in partnership with a wide range of organizations located
both in the south and the north. IPGRI has for many years collaborated closely with many
institutions in Japan on plant collecting, conservation, research, training and the provision of
information. A key partner has been one of NIAS's predecessor organizations, the National
Institute of Agrobiological Resources and the national genebank at Tskuba.

We very much look forward to working closely with the new NIAS. There are many areas of
common interest; areas that offer exciting prospects for building a successful partnership,
which could have a positive impact not only in Japan but also on the lives of countless pocr
people around the world,

In closing, let me again offer my congratulations and very best wishes to the Director General
and staff of NIAS, and say how much ! look forward to visiting you in person before too fong,
to explore how we can most effectively work together in the future.

Praise to the foundation of the National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences

Early this year, the international scientific community learned that a new National
Institute of Agrobiological Sciences (N.L.A.S.) is founded in Tsukuba, Japan. The design of
N.LA.S. reflects the scientific, economic, and environmental demands of the modern society.
The Institute was formed on the basis of scveral previously existing institutions. which
certainly contributed to fulfilling such demands but, being restrained in their scope and
administered independently from one another, could not meet them to full extent. The
structure of N.ILA.S. leaves no doubt that we are witnessing birth of an institution that will
cnhance agrobiological research in Japan to an unprecedented level. Superb performance,
however, would not be possible without reliance on the tradition, the staff, and the facilities of
those institutions from which N.I.A.S. emerged. I have the privilege 1o have known onc of
these institutions, the National Institutc of Sericultural and Entomological Science. I wish to
ponder bricfly on the research scope and the international standing of this institution, which
became one of the components of N.[.A.S. and participates in sctting its scientific standards.

When ] began my entomological education nearly fifty years ago, Japan was renown for
the experimental investigations carried on the domestic silkworm. Scientists from a number of
Japanese universitics were involved but there was one location, which today would be called
a center of excclience, where theoretical research and practical sericulture met and fused —
this was the Sericullure Experiment Station in Tokyo. Scientists working in the Station made
many important discoveries. some of which have not been appropriately acknowledged by
their foreign peers duc to the language barrier. For the Japanese colleagucs, however, the
Station provided a first-class research base and enabled several gencrations of scientists to
start their careers at a knowledge level higher than anywhere clse in the world. Several
generations of scientists also Jearned in the Station that theoretical knowledge ought to be
practically applied. Many of us arc cnvious of this tradition that had been maintained in the
National Institute of Sericultural and Entomological Science, a Tsukuba-based institution
replacing the Tokyo Station, and that provided background for numerous innovations. The
design of artificial diet for the silkworm and the use of insect hormone analogues to modify
the quantity and quality of the silk, are just two examples of the achievements that had a
world-wide impact on the sericulture. It is generally recognized that scientists of the National
Institute of Scricultural and Inscct Science contributed significantly to the advancement of
theoretical insect science as well as to the development of sericulture.

I am convinced that N.LA.S. will build upon the tradition outlined above. The
concentration of equipment and manpower and the infrastructure facilitating exchange of
information between scientists working on different organisms, will provide for a better use of
available financial resources. The structure of N.LAS. will cnable its staff to combine
different approaches in concentrated efforts to solve problems dictated by current agricultural
practices. In short, the creation of N.LA.S. will foster application of superb science to
resolving imminent practical tasks. N.LALS. proves that a new technological era in human
history. the era of biotechnology, has begun.

INTERNATION AL RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE
14 August 2001

Dr. Naoki Katsura

President

National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences (NIAS)
Kannondai 2-1-2, Tsukuba 305-8602

Japan

Dear Dr. Katsura:

Greetings from the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in Los Baiios,
Philippines!

IRRI welcomes the reorganization earlier this year of the National Institute of
Agrobiological Resources (NIAR). As an independent administrative institution, the
National Institute of Agrobiological Scicnees (NIAS) promises to be in an even stronger
position than was NIAR for promoting and accelerating technological innovation in the
tield of agricultural research. As NIAS brings together the research strengths of private
enterprise, academia, government agencics, and international organizations such as our
own, we at IRRI are confident that it will be a valuable partner as we work together to
safeguard world food security and improve the livelihoods of poor farmers, using
technologies that protect our common cnivironmental heritage.

As our primary interest is rice, we are especially interested in the ongoing work NIAS is
doing in the Rice Genome Rescarch Program. We have been privileged to collaborate
with this program, especially as it applies to functional genomics, on an informal,
scientist-to-scientist basis. We trust that the reorganization of the NIAS as an independent
administrative institution will pave the way for strengthening our collaboration in the
vitally important area of rice genome sequencing, as welt as in other areas covered by the
Japan-IRRI Shuttle Research Project.

We rongratulate NIAS on its new status and look forward to our future work together.

Sincerely yours,

(Lot PG

Ronald Cantrell
Director General

fsra

Please take note of IRRI's new address: DAPO Box 7777, Metro Manila, Philippines

WCPO Rnx 3127, 1271 Makati City. Philppincs 6776 Ayala Ave, Suite 1002, Condorminium Certer, Miakati C'y, Philppines:
Tel: 15321 891236, $919.258; Fix: 15321 BO1-1174: Te ex: (RCA) 22456 IRI PH Tel: 1532; 8450563, £44-3351;
Fax: 163.2; SG11292. BA5.0606; Gable: Ricefound Mania: Telex: (71T) 40890 RICE PM; (OWN 14519 (RILB PS; Emai; postrmasteriri@cgaro s,
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I) l] IBROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY
(' ll I ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES, INC. P.O. Box 5000

Upton, New York 11973-5000 f
TEL (516) 344-3396 ?‘Cﬁ\u&\u
T —

FAX (516) 344-3407

Biclogy Department E-MAIL burr@bnl.gov %A %«/Ju‘;—

August 23, 2001

Thomas Bureau Francis Quetier, Deputy Director
McGill University Genoscope
Dr. Naoki Katsura Montreal, Canada Evry, France

President
National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences

Dear Dr. Katsura:

Y

On the occasion of the dedication of the National Institute of Agrobiclogical Sciences,

we, the members of the International Rice Genome Sequencing Project, would like to Yue-le Hsing, Professor Kim Ho-li, Director
offer our congratutations and our best wishes for the Institute’s future success. Institute of Botany Academia Sinica Cytogenetics Division, NIAST
Taipei, 11529 Taiwan Suwon, Korea

The NIAS constitutes a major scientific resource for Japan. Its staff have made
significant contributions in the area of biological research.

The NIAS has very special importance to the International Rice Genome Sequencing =~ A
Project. The Institute is inextricably linked with the birth and development of the ./AW%-V
IRGSP. The NIAR’s Rice Genome Research Program made enormous contributions to
rice genomics without which rice would not have been a suitable target for genomic
sequencing. The first meeting to decide the direction and guidelines and even choose
a name for the IRGSP was held in the STAFF Institute in February 1998 and since

eg

then, we have met annually in Tsukuba. The RGP has become a thoroughly productive Moo Young Eun, Director Antom'o Costa de Oliveira
and innovative high volume genome sequencing facility while at the same time NIAST AssomatelProf.essor )
providing materials, physical map information, fellowships, and training to IRGSP Suwon, Korea Fedral University of Pelotas, Brazil

members. As such the RGP has provided the leadership that is in many ways
responsible for the IRGSP’s current success.

We would like to express our appreciation for the Institute’s contribution to fice
sequencing and recognize the leadership role it has taken in international science.

Singerely, /4 ﬁﬁl; \é/zﬂf/(/ ~

E“ e % TRA e Akhilesh K. Tyagi, Professor and Head Takuji Sasaki, Director
e Y Department of Plant Molecular Biology Genome Research Depariment
Benjamin Burr, Senior Geneticist Joachim Messing, Director University of Dehli, India
Brookhaven Nationa! Laboratory Waksman Institute of Microbiology ’ NIAS,
Upton, NY, USA Piscatawaym NJ, USA Tsukuba, Japan
TELEX: 6852516 BNL DOE CABLE: BROOKLAB UPTONNY

MDG/sam . .

8™ August 2001 JoHN INNEsS CENTRE

Dr. Naoki Katsura

Presid lan Wilmut
resident . .
National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences Roslin [nstitute
1-2 Kannondai 2-chome Roslin
;r;uk:l_uzos s606 Midlothian
Pt Scotland
To The General Director
National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences
Dear Dr Katsura Kannondai 2-1-2
Tsukuba
On behalf of the John Tanes Centre, it is my privilege and honour to congratulate you JTapan
and all your staff on the occasion of the inauguration of the National Institute of
Agrobiological Sciences. The National Institute of Agrobiological Resources, has .
always been a home of pioneering research in agriculture and biological sciences. 24" July 2001
With the transformation of the institute into a new system, I am sure that it will
continue to produce world class research discoverics for the benefit of agriculture
world-wide. .
Dear Sir
The John Innes Centre also looks forward to collaborating directly with the new
National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences. In particular, we will seek opportunities . . . .
o imise the usc of resources and fesearch priorities and the Iam wptmg to cor}gratulate you on the cstabh;hrpent on the new National Institute of
excellent research facilities, equipment in both institutes. Such collaboration will, as Agrobiological Sciences and to wish you continuing success in your research.
we have demonstrated together in the past, facilitate the international exchange of
information and expertise in biological research. and thereby accelerate research in 3 ientists b Ircad d . i
our areas of common interest across the fields of physiology, pathology. breeding. apanese scientists have already made very important contributions to the
biotechnology and genomics. development of methods to produce cloned and transgenic animals. The new Institute
- - - creates an exciting and ideal environment for further research in this important area.
We look forward to continuing to open up new opportunities that will further boost
our common priority of sustainably improving agricultural production in the 21st .
century. Best wishes for your research

Professor Ian Wilmut

Professor Mike Gale, FRS Roslin Institute.
Associate Research Director and Head, Scotland
Comparative Genetics Unit,

John Innes Centre

Directie Profiseor Chrs L amb
Tobut Tnnes Centre i 2 company niled by guatmlee.
Kegisteved in Frgland No. 51709 Regustered Charity No. 223652 Registered Offec

Norwich Research Pask, Colney, Noswich NR4TUIL
ot Biviagicut Sciences Research Connzid Tel: -1 (01603 430000 Fax: 34 (011603 430045

Joi Bunes Centie i ranst wided by tie Biotecl
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