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Summary

A survey for distribution, utilization and conservation of fruit tree genetic resources was
conducted in the southern part of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous District of China in cooperation
with scientists of Xinjiang Academy of Agricultural Sciences from August 19th to 30th, 2004.

The abundance and diversity of pear and stone fruit were observed in the region visited. Local
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varieties of three Pyrus species, Chinese pear (P. ussuriensis and P. X bretschneideri), European
pear (P. communis) and Xinjiang pear (P. sinkiangensis) are distributed in the southern part of
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous District. But the diversity of these local varieties is rapidly declining
with the spread of 'Ku er la Xiang Li'. Besides these three species, P. betulaefolia, which is
used as rootstock for Pyrus, was observed. Local varieties of Malus in the region surveyed
were not so many. The main distribution area of Malus is the northern part of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous District. Local varieties and seedlings of peach (Prunus percica) and Xinjiang peach
(P. ferganensis) were observed in the western part (Ka shi, A ke su, etc.) of the region surveyed.
The abundance and diversity of the apricot was confirmed in these areas. Local variety 'Suan
Mei', which is thought to be P. domestica, grows in the southern part of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous District. The possibility of the Collaborative Research Project on Conservation of

Fruit Tree Genetic Resources in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous District was discussed.
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Fig.1. Surveyed areas of fruit tree genetic resources in southern part of Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous District of China.
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