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Summary

The collection of tea that might has been introduced from Taiwan ca. 1957 was
conducted in Nago, Okinawa prefecture from December 2 to 4, 2002. A total of 560
cuttings was collected from tea garden. As a collecting method, one vigorous shoot was
picked from each bush. The collected shoots were planted by cutting in the glasshouse
in Makurazaki Station of the National Institute of Vegetable and Tea Science after an
investigation. The tea seedlings of this collection showed very wide variation in characters,
i.e. color of new shoot, size and serration of mature leaf in comparison with Japanese
native seedlings. It is supposed that these are important accessions as Chinese group in tea
genetic resouces of Japan.
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Fig.2. A variation of leaf size observed in the collected materials.
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