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Collection of Tea Genetic Resources in Okayama Prefecture

Tetsuji SABA and Toshio TAKYU

Laboratory of Tea Breeding for Warm Region, Department of Tea Agronomy, National Research Institute of
Vegetables, Ornamental Plants and Tea, Makurazaki, Kagoshima 898-0032, Japan.

Summary

Okayama prefecture has been a tea production area since early times. But few tea genetic resources from
Okayama prefecture have been preserved in our institute. Accordingly, we investigated and collected tea seeds
from 6 areas in Okayama from Oct. 5 to 6, 1998.

The collecting areas of Nishiawakura-Mura (1) and Okutsu-Cho (4,5) are covered with snow in the mid-
winter. Average temperature of Kuze-Cho (3) is about 2°C in Jan. and Feb. We pressume tea plants having cold
tolerance in these areas (1, 3,4, 5).

The collecting areas of Sakutou-Cho (2) and Mimasaka-Cho(6) has old abandoned tea gardens and many
useful tea genetic resources has lost gradually in these areas.

The number of collected tea seeds are 1, 418. They were sowed 50—100 seeds of each collected area in green

house.
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Table1 A collection list of tea seeds in Okayama prefecture
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98 — 1 Fx  Camellia sinensis 106 HEEHNKF 168 50
98— 2 Z ” 10.6 VERETE § 158 (68) 100
98— 3 ” ” 10.7 AT LA 247 (199) 50
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98— 5 ” Z DR E] T 102 (102) 50
98— 6 ” ” 10.7 E/ERT i H 224 (204) 50
98 —7 ” ” LT AR R 401 (401) 50
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Fig.1 The sites for colecting the tea seeds in Okayama Prefecture
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