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Summary

We visited several villages to explore cereals and grain legumes germplasm in Tokushima
and Kochi prefectures of Shikoku district from October 5 to 7 in 1992 and collected a total of
54 samples. We collected 16 samples of maize, including 4 of a glutinous type with purple
pericarp. All the cultivars collected has round kernels, which are clearly diétinguished from
those of improved cultivars. We also collected 4 samples of barnyard millet (Echinochioa
utilis), one of finger millet (Eleusine coracana), 7 of common millet (Panicum miliaceum ),
6 of foxtail millet (Setaria italica) and 3 of sorghum (Sorghum bicolor). Most of the millets
are culivated for home utilization, except for 2 samples. Common millet is locally called
“Ko-kibi” (short millet), while maize and sorghum are called “Kibi” and “Taka-kibi" (tall
millet) respectively. These materials are usually mixed with either non-glitinous or glutinous
rice to cook “mochi” (rice cake). One sample of pea (Pisum sativum ) called “Ji-endou” (native
pea) or “Aka-endou” (red pea) is used to make “miso” and its pods are also used as fresh
vegetable. Two samples of soybean (Glycine max), 5 of adzuki bean (Vigna angularis) and
one wild ancestral form of adzuki bean (Vigna angularis var. nipponensis) were also collected.

During this exploration, we recognized that farmers still maintain local varieties in Shikoku,



especially in rural and mountainous areas. As socio-economical changes in agriculture may
accelerate the extinction of genetic resources, we should emphasize the urgent collection and

conservation of endangered plant germplasm in Shikoku district.
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Fig.1 Route and Locality of Exploration
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Table 1 Collected materials

IR DPIER

félg & fEER = IR it
MBRE

Echinochloa utilis 4 4
Eleusine coracana 1 1
Panicum miliaceum 3 4 7
Setaria italica 4 2 6
Sorghum bicolor 1 2 3
/INat 9 12 21
Gk |

Glycine max 2 2
Pisum sativum 1 1
Vigna angularis 2 3 5
Vigna angularis var. nipponensis 1
/Nt 3 6 9
Z 0t

Fagopyrum esculentum 4 4
Oryza sativa 2 1 3
Triticum aestivum 1 1
Zea mays 2 14 16
25y 4 20 24
at 16 38 54
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Table 2 A collection list in Tokushima and Kouchi Prefectures
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