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Summary

Field survey and collection of seeds and cuttings of local varieties of Camellia sinensis var.
sinensis were carried out at tea garden in Murakami city and Asahi village of Niigata prefecture,
Noshiro city and Kakunodate town, Akita prefecture, and Rikuzentakada city of Iwate prefeec-
ture from October 28th to Novenber Ist in 1991. During the exploration, seeds and cuttings from
seven local populations propagated by seed were collected. The collected materials are planned
to be preserved to utilize as breeding materials for tolerance to cold.

According to the description in the literature, tea production began at the 17th to the 18th
century in these areas. Tea plants were introduced from Uji area of Kyoto prefecture. The
so-called “Murakami-cha” and “Hiyama-cha” are produced at present. After Meiji era, tea pro-
duction in these areas has declined because of the competition with modernized tea plantation
area like Shizuoka prefecture.

In Rikuzentakada city, a famous tea cultivar “Yabukita” was introduced from Shizuoka prefec-
ture at around 30s of Showa period. It has been propagated by seeds. Therefore, it is considered
that populations originated from Uji’s variety and Shizuoka's “Yabukita” are mixed in this area.

Ecotype which is characterized by small plant with small leaf has been developed from the
varieties introduced from Uji area, possibly through the natural selaction caused by heavy snow

in winter season in these districts.
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Fig. 1 Collection sites in Niigata, Akita and Iwate prefectures
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Table 1

and Tohoku districts in 1991,

ALRE, WALMHOF v ERBOINMICER, 19915

Collection list Camellia sinensis var. sinensis in Hokuriku

WEES | WEAH #® #
9101 10. 28 HBREMBHEN AERXE
9102 10. 29 v KL g IR
9103 10. 30 REBgeTRILET  RRRIEE
9104 ” 7 AACESASERTRBEET FERKE
9105 11. 1 AT BT T R o X R
9106 % ” L PFEEN
9107 ” ” SHE EFREZABRSRENS S
W £ L 72 & £ H o & #%
PEES
¥
EZHE (o)  FE (o) FERE/FE ER (g) BE (m) HEF (m)
9101 44.1 21.0 2.10 0.9 13.5 11.5
9102 31.9 16.6 1.92 0.93 14.3 12.1
9103 59.2 28.5 2.08 0.87 12.7 11.2
9104 70.8 31.0 2.28 0.77 12.9 11.0
9105 52.8 22.8 2.32 1.00 13.6 11.5
9106 45.9 21.1 2.18 1.07 14.3 12.7
9107 66.7 27.1 2.46 1.01 14.9 12.7
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