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Summary

Genge (Astragalus sinicus L., Chinese milk vetch) has been used as a forage, green manure
and recently, honey crop in off-season of rice culture. In Japan the culture of this species was
recorded in Edo Era and various local varieties were developed. But in 1960’s early trans-
planting of rice didn't admit fully seed mature of genge today survived only on a border or a fal-
low of rice culture, so we had to collect this species before completely disappeared.

In 1989 we carried out collection of genge. These collections included 140 (sites) in the

Kyushu, Shikoku, Chugoku, Chubu, Kanto and Tohoku districts.

Table 1. Institutes cooperated with this collection program
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Fig. 1. Number of collections in each prefecture.



Table., 2 A list genge (Astragalus sinicus L.) collected in 1989
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