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Summary

Exploration was undertaken in Shiga Prefecture from March 17 to 19, 2008 to
explore and collect traditional millets and leguminous crops cultivars. Although it was not in
the cultivation period of growing of the target crops, 13 seed samples belonging to four plant
species were collected from farmers’ places and a local market. Seed samples collected include
one of sorghum (Sorghum bicolor), two of common millet (Panicum miliaceum), one of foxtail
millet (Setaria italica) and nine of soybean (Glycine max).

Among them, the sorghum and the foxtail millet seed samples were glutinous types,
but both the common millets were non-glutinous. According to the informants, sorghum is
used for reddish coloration of “sekihan” (cooked with rice), common millet for “mochi" (rice
cake: cooked admixed with glutinous rice). Almost all varieties of soybean were used to make
traditional Japanese preparations, “miso” (fermented soybean paste), “tofu” (soybean curd), and
“nimame” (boiled beans).

According to the farmers, aging of the local community or political and economical
changes in relation with agriculture were the main reasons of the loss of indigenous crop

varieties.
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Collection sites in Shiga Prefecture
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Samples collected in Shiga Prefecture
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Photo 1. UM DIERE
Morphological figure of the collections.

NC080013
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HHE 2. WHEHKORTO JA BERESTOKR B 3. HEMKOTOREME (NCO80003)
HHr7E (NC080002) Photo 3. Soybean field in Minakuchi, Koka.

Photo 2. Soybean sale at the JA farmers market
in Minakuchi, Koka.
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Photo 4. Soybean field in Koka, Koka. .77 - ZAHFEDHRFE (NCO80006-8)

Photo 5. Sales of common millet, foxtail millet
and sorghum at the JA farmers market in
Minakuchi, Koka.

BHG6. mET~F /IToFLr (NCO80012)
Photo 6. Farmer’s stock of common millet in

Makino, Takashima.
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