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Table 1 i L7z 0% b
Extracted “factors and their changes” that composed agriculture and rural areas
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Fig. 1 [ERBIOBEREAD] BLO TREREANG) OHE (2EF)
Changes in “Population mainly engaged in farming by generation” and “Total population mainly engaged in farming” (the whole country)
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Changes in the population mainly engaged in farming by birth year (the whole country)
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Relationship between “the ratio of more than 70s population as of 2005”
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Relationship between “the decreased number of commercial farm
households with successors” and “the decreased number of population

mainly engaged in farming” (all the prefectures, 2000 - 2015)
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Fig. 6 #LELTZRER OB RE R OHR (2(E)
Changes in the number of newcomers in agriculture by the type of
involvement in farming (the whole country)
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Changes in Water Management Entities Arising from
Changes in the Structure of Agriculture and Rural Areas

— Analysis of the 2015 Census of Agriculture and Forestry —
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Abstract

In Japan, water management of irrigation/drainage facilities is influenced by changes in the structure of agriculture
and rural areas. To avoid serious influences on the facilities, analysis of the influence by changes in the structure of
agriculture and rural areas is effective for determining countermeasures. Therefore, this study analyzed changes in
water management entities (water user organizations, farmers and legal persons) and activities for paddy rice farming
arising from changes in the structure of agriculture and rural areas using statistical data from the 2015 census of
agriculture and forestry. The following effects were observed: (1) progress of polarization into large-scale agriculture
management entities and small-scale farm households increased inequity in decision making and labor burdens in
land improvement districts, (2) increases in large-scale agriculture management entities with borrowed farmland
increased water users that manage cultivated land stretches over more than one farming settlement. In addition, the
increase in the above water users increased water users unfamiliar with the traditional agreements among water users

in a community and the benefits of water for rural life and the environment.

Key words: Water management, Land improvement districts, Large-scale agriculture management entities, Small-

scale farm households, Land tenure non-farm households





