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Technology Development on the Food Industry by the Government Assistant Projects:
Survey of the Companies Which Participated in the Food Technology Research
Association Projects

Y oshikiyo SAKAKIBARA and Hisashi KAWAGUCHI

National Food Research Institute
Y Food Technol ogy Development Office, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Abstract

Since 1982, the Food Technology Development Office of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has supported the
technology research associations which are organized by food-related companies and have developed food-related technologies.
In order to study the policy of technology development assistance to the food industry, we carried out a questionnaire survey to
the companies which took part in the associations. One-hundred-and-forty companies (210 research subjects) responded to the
survey. About 20% of these subjects had devel oped technologies that led to commercial products or to manufacturing processes.
On the other hand, further development for commercial use was abandoned in about 40% of the subjects. For these subjects,
unprofitability as well as technical problems were mentioned as reasons why the technol ogies developed did not lead to commer-
cial use. The result suggests that the profitability evaluation of the technologies should be taken into serious consideration
through the development period. Regarding assistant measures for food technology development by the government, the compa-
nies would like to have a research subsidy rather than a tax privilege or loan. The companies would like to have three year
research terms and annually 00 10-30 million in research expenses for assistant projects. From the companies that responded the
most desirable form of the research and development was industry-academia collaboration. Regarding the priority of the theme
which should be promoted in the field of food, "food safety” was the most common. Subsequently, the themes about "functional

foods and health" and "recycling and reduction of the environmental burdens" were the next most common.
(Received Nov. 17, 2003; Accepted Jan. 29, 2004)
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