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Changing of agricultural structure and rural society in Hokkaido rice field zone
—For north Sorachi and the south Sorachi region—

Takao Hosovyama

Summary

The result of review in this report can be summarized
as follows.

First, the attainment point of an agricultural,
structural change and the regionality were clarified.

Small number of projecting large—scale management
develops at the Kamikawa central region. Under the
progress of active farmland letting and hiring, the
hierarchy organization is remarkable the two poles
differentiation. The area share of management scale
40ha and 50ha or more exceeds the north Sorachi
region and the south Sorachi region, there.

The buying and selling, and the lending and
borrowing of the farmland progress, in the north
Sorachi region. It was in the hierarchy organization
with a thick interlayer there. However, the hierarchy
organization differentiates rapidly, after the latter half
of the 1980’s. Recently, only management scale 15ha
or more increases.

The management scale is large, a full-time farmer is
also thick, and the scale expansion by purchase is
remarkable, in south Sorachi region. There, the layer of
large—scale 20ha or more and 30ha or more increases
the thickness, as a change in the hierarchy
organization.

Secondarily, the factor and the feature of the
hierarchical composition differentiation of “Farming
affair union type” village were clarified, for the
medium-scale rice field zone (north Sorachi and
Fukagawa City).

The village was in a middle—class farmer layer thick,

and same quality composition there. However, the

Farm Management Research Team (Hokkaido Region)

change appears, at the period of the latter half of the
1980’s. The same quality had collapsed in the village
because of an increase such as aged farmers. And, a lot
of aged farmers abandon farming, at the period of the
first half of the 1990’s. The farmland supply and
demand structure has been eased, at the same time.
Such an inside, the hierarchy organization in the village
also started differentiating, by progress of leased land.

Moreover, The farmland adjustment by the village
(priority to adjacent farmer and small-scale farmer, for
acquisition of abandoning farming site) was backward.
On the other hand, the progress of the farmland
adjustment was seen by the scale expansion farmer
group. The particular under, the leased land relation
has changed into the buying and selling. In addition,
those who abandon farming have removed still.

Thirdly, the feature of the succession of the farmer
and the farmland, in “"Development type in postwar
days” village was clarified, for the large—scale rice field
zone (south Sorachi and Kitamura).

The landed farmer family of a large scale and an
agricultural principal occupation develops, and the
third generation home is also thick, there. However,
the differentiation of the hierarchy organization is being
begun, by a layer where making to a large scale is
advanced and other layers.

Labor market is narrow—minded in the region. There
the removal according to abandoning farming stands
out, and management successor s absence begins to
stand out, too. Many of those who abandon farming are
successor absent farmers, and there are a lot of those
who remove by the clearance of the farmland, too. As a

result, the same quality has been maintained as a
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landed farmer group of the third generation home.
However, management successor’s absence is seen,
and an aged farmer begins to be formed.

The buying and selling is active in the farmland
fluidizing. The lower farmer group sells off the
farmland, abandons farming, and the scale expansion
farmer group (Reach outside the village) is buying the
farmland. In that case, the farmland adjustment by the
village is seen. The abandoning farming site is divided,
and the farmland consolidation to the scale expansion
farmer group is done. Farmer’s basic action standard is
self-made continuance by the scale expansion (farmland
purchase), or a farmland clearance to abandon farming.

It is possible to say as follows above. The high
fluidity of the farmer and the farmland can be pointed

out together, in both regions. First of all, the base of

the farmer succession is weak. Always, The farmer is
exposed to the danger of successor’s absence and
abandoning farming (removal). That is, it is a direction
to the household disappearance, in the farm village.
Next, the base of the farmland succession is weak.
There, at time when the management succession was
abandoned, it leads to the abandonment of the farmland
ownership. Thus, the mobility of the farmland is high.
The research topic in the future is the following
respect. It is directionality of the farmland letting and
hiring. The lending farmland has shifted to the farmland
clearance. However, the lender is always reproduced.
Moreover, it is grouping of the farmland. The farmland
fluidizing reaches outside the village, and the range of
accumulation is extended. However, it is caught as a

problem of the farmland decentralization.
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