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Sdmmary

We made a field survey for landraces of sesame (Sesamum indicum L.) and some
crops cultivated traditionally in Shimane and Tottori prefectures from September 19th to
22nd, 1997. Sesame is an old oil crop which was probably domesticated in South Asia and
is widely cultivated in tropical, subtropical and temperate zones. It has been grown for
more than one thousand years in Japan. From a view point of functions to human health,
antioxidative components contained in the seeds of sesame are now being re-appraised.
The National Agriculture Research Center (Tsukuba) has started a breeding program of
sesame focusing on some antioxidants and related compounds such as sesamin and
sesamoline. Although more than 99% of sesame consumed in Japan is imported from other
countries such as China, local farmers still grow landraces of sesame on a small scales
for home consumption. The present exploration was done to collect and preserve local
sesame genetic resources for the future use within a framework of the MAFF Gene Bank
Project. In addition to sesame, we found some millets cultivated sporadically. We collected
sesame (S.indicum L., 13samples), common millet (Panicum miliaceum L., 6 samples), sorghum
(Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench, 5 samples), foxtail millet (Setaria italica (L.) P. Beav., 1 sample)
and wild adzuki bean (Vigna angularis (Willdt.) Ohwi var. nippomensis). It is interesting
to note morphological variation was observed among the landraces of sesame on Togo

island of the Oki Isls., Shimane prefecture.
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Table 1 Itinerary of the exploration
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Fig.1 Exploration route and collection sites
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Table 2 List of sammples collected in Shimane and Tottori prefectures
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3 9:20 Vigna angularis 5 sk AR 75 428 B W 80m BEONmEmICEHE

var.nipponensis
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