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Relations between Root Damage Caused by Salty Wind and Tree Recovery in Citrus

Tatsushi OcaTa, Toshio Takanara, Toyoji Takarsur, Noboru Muramatsu and Katsuichi YosHINAGA

Department of Citrus Research, National Institute of Fruit Tree Science
National Agriculture and Bio-oriented Research Organization
Kuchinotsu, Nagasaki 859-2501, Japan

Summary

To cope with citrus trees damage caused by salty wind, we conducted a follow-up survey of trees damaged by
typhoons in 1991. The greater the severity of damage of the roots (2~10mm diameter) was, the poorer the
recovery of the tree was. The defoliation rate and fine root damage, which were used to decide the prospects of
tree recovery, were not always related with tree recovery, as some trees with extensive defoliation and damage of
fine root showed good recovery. These results suggest that the damage to roots (2~10mm diameter) may be
useful as an indicator of the probably of recovery of trees damaged by salty wind, and that it is important to take

measures to keep these roots alive after salty wind to promote quick and robust recovery.
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