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Analysis and Classification of Emitted Scent Compounds in leaves of

Mentha Cultivars.

Naomi OYAMA-OKUBO

Summary

Scent compounds of eighteen Mentha cultivars were analyzed by gas chromatography — mass spectrometry.

103

Most scent compounds of these mints consisted of terpenoids. Eighteen Mentha cultivars were classified into six groups

according to the composition of the scent components and sensory assessment: 1) cool-sweet (Spear mint, English mint,

Kentucky Colonel mint), 2) cool-pungent (Pepper mint, Candy mint, Swiss Ricola mint, Curly mint, Rococo mint, Cool

mint), 3) cool-bitter (Pennyroyal mint), 4) cool-fruity (Apple mint, Pineapple mint, Bowles' mint), 5) cool-citrus (Lemon

mint), and 6) sweet-citrus (Eau De Cologne mint, Lavender mint, Grapefruit mint, Orange mint).

Key Words: Mentha, scent compound, terpenoid
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¥ VBt (Lamiaseae) /N 7 & (Mentha L.) 3% 25
T D 7% 5 K EMDLERTH L (FAK, 1989 ¢ H|x
T4, 2003). Ny BB IEE R CE A, T SO
PEHIRZ 720, L OMMEIFIET 5 (FAR,
1989) . HHEASCHEMA L LCL A S, ZEOREHMF]
MYEAZZ END, ZEOHMYTH 2 A5 1B
5% L DR H 5 (Lawrence, 2007) . Y1) fE & LTk
fAEsf & DD R S RF D 2EHli s, & Caﬁ(i“( 7
LYy IVAORBEZ o055, LerLers, Y04k
ELTHHENTWA I Y FOFDICETAHMAIXIZE
AL Z2ZT, IV FOEOREMESTT O %
HEPIZT B0, GI0IERKRy Mije LCiliilin
HBLTWEIY PORENDS 18 ZEY, TNOLDFEF
0 OERER 7 BH & BE D FERAE LK T DT 2 AT - 72

" #

Ny B IENICEL R TR R SHEDS I T 7 & & h B oy B S
LWHEEEE LTSN TWAD (BEAR, 1989). 4o
PR THO I ORI OVTIE, S % TCI2 3Rk
(A, 1989 : EifG, 1996 : HiJ5, 1998 ; 3| T 37 3%
4, 2003 ; Tucker and Nacz, 2007) % H\vCif-x,
BHEOFL e HOMIZ OV TR L 7.

1. A7 3 (Spearmint, M. spicata L. Fig. 1a)

IV MEFAEOBFEKICE S EECHED 2.

2. 4271 v 23 b (English mint, M. spicata
var. ciliata. Fig. 1b)

ART I MIMED 7298,
Fo.

3. rryvFER—S—FN3Ir
mint, M. X villosa Huds. Fig. 1c)

s vy F—3 v .
suaveolens DXMAETH 5D, ANRT I ¥ M
B, LD IHRESRNE D) 2RO,

4 . N8 — 3 ~ b (Peppermint, M. X piperita L./M.
piperita L./ M. nigricans. Fig. 1d)

M. aquatica & M. spicata & ® BRZMFETH % &
EzHN T2 (b, 1961). I ¥ MEH OFHIEK
DHLHEFEY RO, ANRT IV ML EHRE, K
AR

IDESDPVED &

I (Kentucky Colonel

M. spicata & M.
T3

5. ¥v¥ 7 —3 Y b (Candy mint, M. X piperita L. cv.
‘Candy’ . Fig. le)
MEePIFEY) OFICHE R ET.
6. AA4 A1) a5 3 b (Swiss Ricola mint, M. X
piperita L. cv. ‘Swiss Ricola’ . Fig. 1f)
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14. L&Y I ¥ b (Lemon mint, M. X piperita L. var.
citrata cv. Lemon' . Fig. 1n)
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HOEF) =&t

15. # =720 >3 I (Eau De Cologne mint, M. X
piperita L. var. citrata cv. ‘Eau De Cologne’ . Fig. 10)
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16. X% —3 v b (Lavender mint, M. X piperita L.
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LNTRR D) ZHEO.
17. 7L —77 1V —> 3~ b (Grapefruit mint, M. X
piperita L. var. citrata cv. ‘Grapefruit . Fig. 1q)
HHERRD 7V —T 1 L H S 2 GORRDLEH D ZHED.
18. 1 >~ 3~ b (Orange mint & 5 \» & Bergamot
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EPTVERE ) HWED 2.

Fig. 1. Plant materials.

a. Spearmint, b. English mint, c¢. Kentucky Colonel mint., d. Pepper mint., e. Candy mint, f. Swiss Ricola mint,
g. Curly mint, h. Rococo mint, i. Cool mint, j. Pennyroyal mint, k. Apple mint, 1. Pineapple mint, m. Bowles mint,
n. Lemon mint, o. Eau De Cologne mine, p. Lavender mint, q. Grapefruit mint, r. Orange mint.
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b. Acyclic monoterpenes

HO o N
W )k
0

Linalool

c. Fatty acids derivatives
LA/OH

cis-3-Hexenol

Fig. 2.

51 ATk

Burdock, G. A. 2010. Flavor Ingredients. CRC Press. Florida.

Yol LR ST e (Bs) . 2003, AZ [ 25 AW R 4
p.668-669. FCEFOCHE. AL

WHESF. 1961, MURBIZFERITEC X 50y A EH OB
RYEEBENTZE. p.2l. FILRS R,

MEEF. 1998. I ¥ M7 v 7. p62-72. 15 R BT

Lawrence, B. M. 2007. Mint. Lawrence, B. M. Ed. p.217-346. Taylor

Menthofurane

foNp el

Menthyl acetate
e} Pulegone

Z w

Linalyl acetate

3-Myrcene

\ 0]
cis-3-Hexenyl acetate Y

Structures of major scent compounds of mints.

& Francis Inc. London.

SRR 1995, AR L IRE OIEGEME. EESENTE. AU

EARTE. 1956, #H7 VX4 b ~Rotundifolone DHFZE. FIHK
FRAHE(6) . p.1-39.

miEE (BE5) . 1996, LR N— 7. p.306. FHIAR. HH

Tucker, A. O. and R. F. C.Naczi 2007. Mint. Lawrence, B. M. Ed.
p.1-39. Taylor & Francis Inc. London.

BARPERER. 1989, BAERIKEAS. RIZERE RS, 5534,
p.577-580. /INFFE. AL



108

TE S WFZEIT I FE S

12

Table 1. Compotition of emitted compounds in leaves of eighteen Mentha cultivars (% ).

Spear
mint

Kentucky
Colonel
mint

English
mint

Pepper  Candy
mint mint

Swiss
Ricola
mint

Curly
mint

Rococo
mint

Cyclic monoterpenes

Acyclic monoterpenes

Borneol

Camphene
cis-Carveol
trans-Carveol
trans-Carveyl acetate
Carvone

p-Cymene
1,6-Dihydrocarveol
cis-Dihydrocarvone
trans-Dihydrocarvone
Dihydrocarvyl acetate
Eucalyptol
Isomenthol
Isomenthone
Isopiperitenone
Isopulegone
Isopulegyl acetate
Limonene
Menthofurane
Menthol

Menthone

Menthyl acetate
Mint furanone
Neodihydrocarveol
Neoisomenthol
Neomenthol
1R-o-Pinene

B-Pinene
B-Phellandrene
Piperitenone
Piperitone
Neoisopulegol
Pulegone
Rotundifolone
Sabinene
cis-Sabinenhydrate
o-Terpinene
y-Terpinene
4-Terpineol
cis-p-Terpineol
o-Terpineol
o-Terpinolene
o-Terpinyl isovalerate
o-Thujene

1,5, 5-Trimethyl-6-methylene-cyclohexene
5,9,9-Trimethyl-spiro[ 3.5 ]non-5-en-1-one

B-Citronellol
Citronellyl acetate
Geraniol

Geranyl acetate
Geranyl propionate
Linalool
trans-Linalool oxide
Linalyl acetate
p-Myrcene

Neral

Nerol

Nerol acetate
allo-Ocimene
cis-Ocimene
trans-Ocimene

29.5 1.5
24.3 19.9

46.4

I+

0.2
1.4
15.5

0.2
1.0
8.5

3.0
0.8
1.8
5.9

15.7
25.4

12.4
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(Continued)
Spear  English Kentucky Pepper  Candy S.WISS Curly  Rococo
mint mint Colf)nel mint mint Rlc.ola mint mint
mint mint
Cyclic sesquiterpenes o-Amorphene 0.6 0.6 0.3 - 1.1 - - -
allo-Aromadendrene - 0.8 - - - - - 0.3
Aromadendrene 0.1 0.8 - - - - - -
Bicyclo[4.4.0]dec-1-ene, 2-isopropyl-5- 5.1 1.5 B B B B B B
methyl-9-methylene-
Bicycloelemene 1.5 - 0.3 - - - 1.0 -
Bicyclogermacrene - - - - 1.4 - - -
epi-Bicyclosesquiphellandrene 6.2 - 2.7 0.4 - - - 0.4
p-Bourbonene 8.7 7.2 4.2 0.9 0.5 1.1 1.4 4.3
a-Cadinene 0.6 - 0.3 - - - - 0.2
y-Cadinene 1.3 - 0.5 - - - - -
8-Cadinene 0.6 0.5 - 0.2 1.0 0.3 0.1 0.2
Calamenene - - 0.4 - - - 0.1 0.3
o-Caryophyllene - 2.5 - 0.1 - 0.2 - -
p-Caryophyllene 7.3 21.2 5.8 1.6 11.3 2.5 3.7 11.1
Caryophyllene oxide - 0.1 - - - - - 0.1
cis-p-Bergamotene - - 2.4 - - - - -
Copaene 0.9 0.7 0.9 - - - - -
p-Cubebene 3.4 - 2.0 0.3 - 0.5 1.0 -
a.-Cubebene - - 0.4 - - - - -
B-Cubebene-like - 0.1 - - 0.3 - - -
Dihydroagarofuran - - - - - - - -
p-Elemene - 7.4 - - - - - -
Elemol - 2.2 - - - 0.5 - -
Eucarvone - - - - - - - -
o-Eudesmol - - - - - - - 0.1
B-Eudesmol - - - - - - - -
y-Eudesmol - - - - - - - -
Germacrene B - 0.3 - - - 1.5 - 0.4
Germacrene D-4-ol 0.2 0.2 - - - 0.2 - -
Germacrene-D 12.0 7.8 3.0 1.1 5.4 5.5 1.4 5.1
B-Guaiene - - - - - - - -
o-Gurgujene 1.9 0.8 0.8 - - 1.2 0.5 1.2
B-Gurjunene - - - - - - - -
8-Gurjunene - 0.2 - - - - - -
10s,11s-Himachala-3 (12),4-diene - - - - - - - 0.2
y-Muurolene 0.3 0.1 1.1 0.2 - - - -
Selina-5, 11-diene - - - - - - - -
B-Ylangene 5.1 4.4 2.1 - 2.8 2.1 1.0 3.1
Viridiflorol - - - 0.2 0.7 0.3 - 0.3
Acyclic sesquiterpenes trans-B-Farnesene 3.2 4.2 - 1.0 2.3 2.9 0.7 2.1
Others Amyl vinyl carbinol acetate - - - - - - - -
Amyl vinyl carbinol - - - - - - - -
Decanal - - - - - - - -
3-Decanone - - - - - - - -
Heptadecane - - - - 0.5 - - -
2-Hexenal - - - - - - - -
2-Hexenol - - - - - - - -
cis-3-Hexenol - - 0.1 - - - - -
cis-3-Hexenyl acetate - - 1.1 - 0.5 - - -
cis-3-Hexenyl valerate - - - - - - - -
Hexyl isovalerate - 0.1 0.2 - - - - -
cis-Jasmone 0.1 0.2 0.2 - - 0.1 0.1 0.3
Octadecane - - - - 0.2 - - -
3-Octanol - - 0.3 - 0.5 - 0.2 0.6
3-Octanone - - - - - - - -
3-Octyl acetate - - - - - - - -
2-Phenethyl acetate - - - - - - - -

* — 1 Not detected.

<01
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(Continued)

Eau De
Cologne
mint

Lavender Grapefruit Orange
mint mint mint

Cool  Pennyroyal Apple Pineapple Bowles Lemon
mint mint mint mint mint mint

Borneol - - - -
Camphene - - 0.8 0.5 - - 0.1 0.1 - -
cis-Carveol - - - -

trans-Carveol - - - - - 0.2 - - - -
trans-Carveyl acetate - - - - - - - - - -
Carvone - - - - 0.2 9.1 -
p-Cymene - - 0.3 - - 0.2 0.2 0.2 - 0.1
1,6-Dihydrocarveol - - - - - - - - - -
cis-Dihydrocarvone - - - - - - - - - -
trans-Dihydrocarvone - - - - - - - - - -
Dihydrocarvyl acetate - - - - - - - - - -
Eucalyptol 0.5 - 0.8 1.0 0.7 7.8 13.6 10.3 1.8 1.6
Isomenthol - - - - - - - - - -
Isomenthone 14.7 - - - - - - - - -
Isopiperitenone - - 0.4 0.5 0.2 - - - - -
Isopulegone - 1.4 - - - - - - - -
Isopulegyl acetate - - - -
Limonene 2.4 1.9 15.1 11.4 6.3 5.0 2.6 2.6 1.7 2.1
Menthofurane 0.6 1.2 0.2 - -

Menthol 45.3 0.4 - - - - - - - -
Menthone 12.7 0.5 - - 0.2 - - - - -
Menthyl acetate 0.7 - - - - - - - - -
Mint furanone - - - - - - - - - -
Neodihydrocarveol - - - - - - - - - -
Neoisomenthol 1.1 - - - - - - - - -
Neomenthol - 1.0 - - - - - - - -
1R-o-Pinene - 0.8 5.5 7.8 6.2 - 1.5 0.7 - -
B-Pinene - 0.3 2.6 4.2 4.0 6.3 1.1 0.8 - 0.1
B-Phellandrene - - 1.0 - 0.4 1.4 0.7 0.6 0.3 -
Piperitenone - 3.6 0.4 - 0.6 - - - - -
Piperitone - - - - - - - - - -
Neoisopulegol 0.6 4.3 - - - - - - - -
Pulegone - 65.6

Rotundifolone - -
Sabinene - - 1.6 2.5 1.8 3.5 1.0 0.5 - -
cis-Sabinenhydrate - - - - - 14.0 - - - -
a-Terpinene - - - 0.6 - 1.6 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.4
y-Terpinene - - 0.4 - - 2.5 1.0 0.7 - -
4-Terpineol - - 1.0 - - 0.5 - - - -
cis-p-Terpineol - - - - - - 0.5 - - -
o Terpineol - 0.5 - - - - 0.5 - - -
a-Terpinolene - - 0.5 0.4 - 1.0 1.2 1.1 0.6 0.7
o-Terpinyl isovalerate - - - - - - - - -
o-Thujene - - - - - 5.0 - - - -
1,5,5-Trimethyl-6-methylene-cyclohexene - - - - - - - 0.7 - -
5,9,9-Trimethyl-spiro[ 3.5 Jnon-5-en-1-one - - - - - - - - - -
p-Citronellol - - - - - 0.6 - 0.1 + -
Citronellyl acetate - - - - - - - - - 0.2
Geraniol - - - - - 0.3 0.1 0.4 + -
Geranyl acetate - - - - - 0.1 5.6 4.3 5.7 7.2
Geranyl propionate - - - - - - - - -
Linalool - - - 0.3 0.4 0.9 13.7 18.9 14.0 12.7

trans-Linalool oxide - - - 0.6 0.1 -

Linalyl acetate - - - 0.2 - - 13.0 9.9 43.7 34.9
B-Myrcene - 0.8 3.8 3.2 1.8 2.4 8.6 7.6 10.6 14.7
Neral - - - - - 0.3 - - - 0.1
Nerol - - - - - 0.3 0.1 0.1 - -

Nerol acetate - - - - - - 4.0 - 4.9 4.8
allo-Ocimene - - 3.7 4.1 0.6 2.9 6.8 3.9 1.8 3.8
cis-Ocimene - - 1.2 1.5 0.3 3.2 7.3 5.8 5.8 8.8

trans-Ocimene 0.4 - 7.9 10.0 2.3 4.6 3.4 2.6 2.1 3.1
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(Continued)

Cool
mint

Pennyroyal
mint

Apple
mint

Pineapple Bowles'

mint

mint

Lemon
mint

Eau De
Cologne
mint

Lavender Grapefruit Orange

mint

mint

mint

a-Amorphene
allo-Aromadendrene
Aromadendrene

Bicyclo[4.4.0]dec-1-ene, 2-isopropyl-5-methyl-

9-methylene-
Bicycloelemene
Bicyclogermacrene
epi-Bicyclosesquiphellandrene
p-Bourbonene
a-Cadinene
y-Cadinene
8-Cadinene
Calamenene
a-Caryophyllene
p-Caryophyllene
Caryophyllene oxide
cis-p-Bergamotene
Copaene
B-Cubebene
a.-Cubebene
B-Cubebene-like
Dihydroagarofuran
p-Elemene

Elemol

Eucarvone
a-Eudesmol
B-Eudesmol
y-Eudesmol
Germacrene B
Germacrene D-4-ol
Germacrene-D
B-Guaiene
o-Gurgujene
B-Gurjunene
8-Gurjunene

10s,11 s-Himachala-3 (12),4-diene
y-Muurolene
Selina-5,11-diene
B-Ylangene
Viridiflorol

trans- ff -Farnesene
Amyl vinyl carbinol acetate
Amyl vinyl carbinol
Decanal

3-Decanone
Heptadecane
2-Hexenal
2-Hexenol
cis-3-Hexenol
cis-3-Hexenyl acetate
cis-3-Hexenyl valerate
Hexyl isovalerate
cis-Jasmone
Octadecane
3-Octanol
3-Octanone

3-Octyl acetate
2-Phenethyl acetate

0.3

1.6

4.3
1.6
3.8

2.2

0.3
1.6

0.9
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Table 2. Odor descriptions of major scent compounds of mints.

Type Compounds Odor descriptions *
Citrus Linalyl acetate A characteristic bergamot-lavender odor and persistent sweet, and acid taste.
B-Myrcene A pleasant, herbal, cerely-like odor.
cis-Sabinenhydrate An earthy camphoreous pine odor with citrus grapefruit nuances.
Floral Linalool A typical pleasant floral odor.
Herbal  Eucalyptol A charastrtistic camphoraceous odor and fresh, pungent, cooling taste.
Minty Carvone A minty odor and sweet, chewing gum-taste.
Menthofrane A mentol-like odor with nutty nuances.
Menthol A cooling, camphoreous with a penetrating minty eucalyptus note.
Menthone A minty, cooling, sweet, camphoraceous with a green herbal anise nuance.
Menthyl acetate A fresh odor similar to mint and rose.
Pulegone A pleasant odor, somewhat similar to peppermint and camphor with a bitter taste.
Rotundifolone A herbaceous minty aroma.

* Odor descriptions : Excerpts from Flavor ingredients (Burdock, 2010).

Table 3. Classification of mint leaf fragrance.

Type Cultivar's name Distinctive components

Cool-sweet Spear mint, English mint, Kentucky Colonel mint ~ Carvone

Cool-pungent Pepper mint, Candy mint, Swiss Ricola mint, Menthol, menthone, menthofurane, menthyl acetate,
Curly mint, Rococo mint, Cool mint isomenthone, carvone *

Cool-bitter Pennyroyal mint Pulegone

Cool-fruity Apple mint, Pineapple mint, Bowles' mint Rotundifolone, limonene, cis-3-hexenol, cis-3-hexenyl

acetate
Cool-citrus Lemon mint cis-Sabinenhydrate, carvone
Sweet-citrus ~ Eau De Cologne mint, Lavender mint, Grapefruit  Linalool, linalyl acetate, f-myrcene, eulcalyptol,

mint, Orange mint

* Carvone was detected only in Curly mint and Rococo mint.



