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Development of a Buckwheat Cultivar, "Natsukichi', Suitable for Spring Sowing in the Tohoku
Region : Mitsuyo KawasakT*'), Naoki OGATA*?, Yutaka HoNDA*¥ and Masako KaTo*?

Abstract : A new buckwheat [Fagopyrum esculentum Moench] cultivar, "Natsukichi', was developed
at the Tohoku Agricultural Research Center, National Agriculture and Food Research Organization
(NARO) in 2015.

We artificially crossed "Nagawazairai' and "Hokkai 11" with the goal of developing a high-yield cultivar
adaptable for spring sowing production in Tohoku region, and developed "Natsukichi" by selection of
progenies from the hybrid.

In spring sowing at Morioka, Iwate, "Natsukichi" was found to mature earlier, yield more, and have
slightly shorter plant height and similar lodging tolerance compared to "Hashikamiwase". On the
other hand, in summer sowing, "Natsukichi" was found to mature earlier and yield less than
"Hashikamiwase". These results indicate that "Natsukichi" is suitable for spring sowing in Tohoku
region.

The development of this cultivar will help the expansion of the spring sowing production area and
local development in Tohoku region.
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